Essential Questions:

• 1.01 How did the unique geographic landscape of each region cause the colonies to develop differently?

• 1.01 In what ways did the purpose and focus of settlement affect the development of each colony?

• 1.01 How did the diversity of the populations in each region lead to varied experiences economically, socially, and politically?

• 1.02 How did the colonists’ experiences under the British government influence them to establish a system of self-government?

• 1.02 Which documents and people influenced the colonists’ viewpoints on self-government?

• 1.02 How did the successes and failures of the colonial governments influence the colonists’ attitude about self-government?

• 1.03 What events and actions led the colonies to rebel against Great Britain?

• 1.03 How did colonists react to the treatment they received from the British government?

• 1.03 How did the events of the Revolutionary time period influence the formation of a national identity?

• 1.04 How did land acquisition after the Revolutionary War lead to conflicts?

• 1.04 How did colonists justify taking land from Native Americans and owning slaves during the time of the 1st Great Awakening?

• 1.04 Why was the Treaty of Paris significant in creating a national identity?

• 1.05 How were the Virginia Plan and New Jersey Plan both incorporated in the compromise of the Connecticut Plan?

• 1.05 To what extent were the compromises made during the Constitutional Convention necessary and appropriate?

• 1.05 How was the role of government different under the new Constitution as compared to the Articles of Confederation?

• 1.06 What were the contrasting viewpoints of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists?

• 1.06 How would society be different today if the new Constitution had incorporated only the viewpoints of the Federalists or Anti-

Federalists?

• 1.06What arguments exist today that may be similar to those that occurred between the Federalists and Anti-Federalists?

• 1.07 How does the Bill of Rights offer protection for citizens?

• 1.07 Was the Bill of Rights needed in to guarantee freedoms to citizens?

• 1.07 How are rights granted in the Bill of Rights limited by the interpretation of the judiciary branch?

• 1.08 What affect do the various forms of government have on people around the world?

• 1.08 How do various forms of government provide for individual freedom?

• 1.08 What will likely happen if a government denies all power to the people it governs?

Essential Questions:

• 2.01 How does the system of checks and balances limit the power of government officials?

• 2.01 How is the idea of limited government promoted in the United States Constitution?

• 2.01 Should Congress be able to pass a law that is unpopular with citizens?

• 2.02 How do the three branches of government work together in order to provide leadership for the people?

• 2.02 How does the Constitution provide for leadership within each of the three branches of government?

• 2.02 Should Supreme Court Justices be elected by the people?

• 2.03 In what ways does the U.S. Constitution limit the power of public officials?

• 2.03 What limits does the U.S. Constitution place on the powers of Congress?

• 2.03 Should the Supreme Court be the ultimate authority in interpreting the Constitution?

• 2.04 How has the Constitution provided the government the ability to adjust to a changing society?

• 2.04 How have constitutional amendments changed suffrage rights throughout the United States’ history?

• 2.04 Is it necessary to treat all people the same in order to ensure justice and equality?

• 2.05 How has the Supreme Court used its power of judicial review to ensure equality for all citizens?

• 2.05 How has the Supreme Court changed its views to adjust to changing times?

• 2.05 Is the Supreme Court the most powerful of the three branches of government?

• 2.06 How has the U.S. Supreme Court protected the rights of citizens under the age of 18?

• 2.06 In what ways has the U.S. Supreme Court protected unpopular speech?

• 2.06 Should criminals have the same rights as law-abiding citizens?

• 2.07 How are modern political conflicts similar to the issues debated by the Federalists and Anti-Federalists?

• 2.07 In what ways have civil liberties been limited by the government during times of crisis?

• 2.07 Should states have certain rights over the federal government?

• 2.08 How can the different types of revenue impact the government’s ability to operate in the best interest of its citizenry?

• 2.08 How might the government’s power to tax impact citizens of varying degrees of wealth?

• 2.08 Should everyone be forced to pay taxes?

• 2.09 In what ways do government agencies protect the safety of citizens?

• 2.09 How are various government agencies funded?

• 2.09 Should immigration to the United States be limited?

Essential Questions:

• 3.01 What role does the North Carolina government play in the creation of local governments?

• 3.01 What basic principles do the North Carolina and U.S. Constitutions have in common?

• 3.01 Should local government decisions always be subordinate to the will of the state government?

• 3.02 How does the North Carolina Constitution structure state government?

• 3.02 What are the ways in which city governments can be organized? 3.02 Should a person be forced to pay taxes on personal property?

• 3.03 How does the North Carolina Constitution limit the authority of public officials?

• 3.03 What public offices are created by the North Carolina Constitution?

• 3.03 Should all public officials be elected by the people?

• 3.04 How can the North Carolina Constitution be amended?

• 3.04 Can governments be changed by the will of the people?

• 3.04 What kinds of issues are most suitable for a referendum?

• 3.05 Why must all local governments submit to the authority of the N.C. Constitution?

• 3.05 What role does the North Carolina Supreme Court play in protecting the rights of individuals?

• 3.05 How should funding be dispersed to school districts to reflect the needs of all students in North Carolina?”

• 3.06 What does “equal protection under the law” mean?

• 3.06 How does the 14th Amendment extend rights to all citizens?

• 3.06 Should citizens ever be denied their civil rights?

• 3.07 Why is the education of citizens a primary responsibility of state government?

• 3.07 What alternatives to traditional schooling are available to citizens of North Carolina?

• 3.07 Should North Carolina continue to raise revenue through a lottery?

• 3.08 What are the different sources of revenue for North Carolina government?

• 3.08 How do states prioritize funding for various programs?

• 3.08 On what should North Carolina spend a budget surplus?

• 3.09 How do state and local governments impact the lives of individuals?

• 3.09 What are some services provided by state government?

• 3.09 Should tax dollars be used to support art galleries and museums?

Essential Questions:

• 4.01 How are political parties organized at the local and national levels?

• 4.01 How do political parties promote civic responsibility?

• 4.01 Should all citizens be required to belong to a political party?

• 4.02 What are the qualifications and procedures for voting in North Carolina?

• 4.02 What are the different types of elections?

• 4.02 Should we do away with the Electoral College and choose the President by popular vote?

• 4.03 How can citizens best learn about candidates and public issues?

• 4.03 What role does the media play in shaping public opinion?

• 4.03 Should exit polling results be announced on election night?

• 4.04 What are the characteristics of an active citizen?

• 4.04 How can lobbyists influence government?

• 4.04 Should violence ever be used to force change in government?

• 4.05 Why do most people voluntarily comply with the law?

• 4.05 Should civil disobedience be used to secure civil rights?

• 4.05 Are mandatory sentencing laws fair?

• 4.06 How does the community as a whole benefit from public service?

• 4.06 What role does volunteerism play in a democratic form of government?

• 4.06 Should it be a graduation requirement for students to volunteer in their community for a certain number of hours?

• 4.07 How do citizens become and remain informed members of society?

• 4.07 What are the advantages and disadvantages of seeking political office?

• 4.07 Should citizens be forced to perform jury duty?

• 4.08 Why is civic involvement important for a society?

• 4.08 How does individual participation in court proceedings impact the judicial process as a whole?

• 4.08 What is the best way for individuals to get involved in the civic and political life of the nation?

• 4.09 What types of conflict resolution are utilized by individuals and groups?

• 4.09 Why is compromise important in a democratic form of government?

• 4.09 Is conflict a necessary component of effective government?

Essential Questions:

• 5.01 What steps are necessary in order for two or more competing groups to resolve a conflict?

• 5.01 Should individuals compromise on their core beliefs in order to resolve a conflict?

• 5.01 How do societies resolve conflicts?

• 5.02 What types of cases are handled in the various state and federal courts?

• 5.02 What circumstances determine if a case may be appealed?

• 5.02 What is the purpose of a tiered court system?

• 5.03 Should judges be elected by the people or appointed by the government?

• 5.03 How have the decisions of the Supreme Court changed the principle of due process and impacted the rights of the accused?

• 5.03 What factors influence the way a judge rules in a case?

• 5.04 Why is the seniority system a source of debate?

• 5.04 Why is compromise essential to the law making process?

• 5.04 What role do committees play in the legislative process?

• 5.05 How do counties and cities work together to meet the needs of citizens?

• 5.05 What are the advantages of disadvantages of a city annexing county property?

• 5.05 How do local government officials balance competing interests and resolve conflicts?

• 5.06 What role do citizens play in influencing government policies and actions?

• 5.06 Should political parties and interest groups have the ability to sway public policy decisions?

• 5.06 Which methods of influencing government are most effective?

Essential Questions:

• 6.01 How have legal codes changed over time?

• 6.01 What role have philosophers played in the development of law in the United States?

• 6.01 Should moral codes play a role in society?

• 6.02 What types of crimes fall under the various categories of law?

• 6.02 Why do violations of some laws carry higher penalties than others?

• 6.02 What are similarities and differences in procedure for deciding criminal and civil cases?

• 6.03 How do laws impact people’s lives?

• 6.03 Why are so many agencies needed in order to effectively enforce the laws?

• 6.03 How do American methods of law enforcement compare to those of other countries?

• 6.04 Whose responsibility is it to inform citizens about laws?

• 6.04 Should citizens be held accountable for following the laws, even if they do not know they exist?

• 6.04 How does an informed citizenry lead to a safer society?

• 6.05 To what extent should the government keep it citizenry informed?

• 6.05 What role do political debates play in a democratic society?

• 6.05 Is an informed citizenry always in a better position to make sound decisions about matters affecting the nation?

• 6.06 Are lobby groups a benefit or a disadvantage to the process of democracy?

• 6.06 What techniques do interest groups use to influence others?

• 6.06 Why was legislation (the Federal Election Campaign Act) needed in order to protect public interests from private interests?

• 6.07 Why is it necessary to have different law enforcement agencies?

• 6.07 What methods do the law enforcement agencies use to maintain peace and curtail criminal activity?

• 6.07 How does jurisdiction play a major role in deciding which law enforcement agency is responsible for enforcing the law?

• 6.08 How have methods used by society to address criminal behaviors changed over time?

• 6.08 What does the rate of recidivism in America imply about our society’s effectiveness in dealing with criminals?

• 6.08 What factors determine how criminal and anti-social behavior will be addressed?

Essential Questions:

• 7.01 How do the basic factors of production influence the choices made by producers and consumers?

• 7.01 What effects do limited natural resources have on the choices made by producers and consumers?

• 7.01 How are the four factors of production used in satisfying wants and needs?

• 7.02 Why is scarcity the biggest problem faced by all economies?

• 7.02 How does scarcity affect price and the production and consumption of goods?

• 7.02 How can scarcity affect economic interdependence?

• 7.03 Should a government offer economic incentives to a company considering locating to a particular area?

• 7.03 What factors influence producers to increase or decrease output?

• 7.03 What factors influence consumers to increase or decrease the consumption of goods?

• 7.04 How has mass production changed the way goods are produced and how does this affect markets?

• 7.04 What effects do new technology, innovation and increased investment have on producers and consumers?

• 7.04 What is the significance of education and training on the workforce?

• 7.05 How can increased investment in capital goods and human capital lead to lower prices for the consumer?

• 7.05 What effect does education and training for the workforce have on the quality of goods and services?

• 7.05 How might an increase in the Producer Price Index impact consumers?

• 7.06 What are the advantages and disadvantages for a society that practices Adam Smith’s “Invisible Hand” theory?

• 7.06 Should the government become involved in the economy and what are the advantages and disadvantages of its involvement?

• 7.06 How do economic decisions in a non-capitalistic system impact consumers?

Essential Questions:

• 8.01 How does a market economy protect consumers?

• 8.01 What are the advantages and disadvantages to consumers when the government intervenes in the economy?

• 8.01 Why might a nation choose one economic system over another?

• 8.02 Why is the private ownership of resources a vital part of the free enterprise system?

• 8.02 What roles do security and freedom play in the free enterprise system?

• 8.02 How does the government protect individual initiative and what are the advantages and disadvantages of these protections?

• 8.03 How would a disruption in any segment of the circular flow of economic activity impact the other parts?

• 8.03 How does the capitalist system of economic exchange promote economic interdependence?

• 8.03 What impact does government regulation have on the circular flow model?

• 8.04 How does the government affect supply and demand schedules in the U.S. economy?

• 8.04 Why do consumers choose substitute goods and how do these goods impact price?

• 8.04 What factors affect a household’s disposable income?

• 8.05 What are the pros and cons of wage and price controls and what affect do these have on the economy?

• 8.05 How do consumers and markets react to both shortages and surpluses?

• 8.05 What role does the government play when either a shortage or surplus of goods and services exists?

• 8.06 Why is competition good for consumers?

• 8.06 What impact can the government have on competition and how does its influence affect both consumers and producers?

• 8.06 What are the advantages and disadvantages of a globally competitive market for consumers and domestic companies?

• 8.07 What role does organized labor play in protecting workers and how does it impact prices and consumers?

• 8.07 How does the government protect consumers and small businesses and ensure fair competition?

• 8.07 How do sole proprietorships contribute to the spirit of the United States’ economic system?

• 8.08 How does fiscal policy impact investment decisions made by individuals and businesses?

• 8.08 How does the U.S. economic system allow for individual freedom and economic security?

• 8.08 What impact does investment by businesses and the government have on prices and consumers?

• 8.09 What ensures the value of the American dollar and how does its value impact prices, international trade, and investment decisions?

• 8.09 What impact does credit have on individual and businesses?

• 8.09 How might the overuse of credit affect a consumer?

Essential Questions:

• 9.01 How are economic indicators used to measure trends in the economy?

• 9.01 Which aspects of the business cycle are prime for investment and which ones signal a slow down?

• 9.01 How do producers and consumers impact the rise and fall of the business cycle?

• 9.02 How is the conflict between private interests and government regulation resolved?

• 9.02 What measures are in place to ensure fair labor practices in the US economy?

• 9.02 What impact does government regulation have on production and consumption in the United States?

• 9.03 Why do population shifts have a significant impact on the economy both in terms of resources and labor?

• 9.03 How has the United States been affected by the shift from a focus on manufacturing to service?

• 9.03 What effects do current immigration trends have on local economies?

• 9.04 How do advances in technology influence the choices made by consumers and producers?

• 9.04 To what extent has terrorist activity affected the national government’s economic decisions and impacted local economies?

• 9.04 How has outsourcing affected manufacturing in North Carolina?

• 9.05 How are the interests of free trade and protectionism resolved in the global economy?

• 9.05 What impact do trade surpluses and deficits have on the national and the international economies?

• 9.05 What effect do the limited labor and environmental regulations of foreign countries have on the economy of the United States?

• 9.06 What impact do developing nations play in the global economy?

• 9.06 What responsibility do developed nations have in assisting weaker nations to grow economically?

• 9.06 How are international financial and economic organizations used to maintain stability in the global economy?

• 9.07 How does the Federal Reserve use monetary policy to ensure balance and stability in the US economy?

• 9.07 What role does government spending play in maintaining a stable and solid economy?

• 9.07 How does the federal government accrue revenue and determine its distribution?

• 9.08 How should government balance the needs of industry with those of protecting the environment and natural resources? and what are

the consequences of favoring one over the other?

• 9.08 How does local government make decisions about maintaining property and development, while balancing the effects on the

economy?

• 9.08 How does government regulation of the national economy impact local economies and the economic choices of individuals?

Essential Questions:

• 10.01 What responsibilities does the individual have to the community and the community to the individual?

• 10.01 What is the difference between a civic and personal responsibility?

• 10.01 What would be the likely result of citizens refusing to fulfill their responsibilities?

• 10.02 What consequences may result from a lack of tolerance for diversity among individuals?

• 10.02 What led to the shift in thinking of America as a “melting pot” to that of a “tossed salad”?

• 10.02 What forms of discrimination exist in America today?

• 10.03 What effect might an uninformed electorate have on the election process?

• 10.03 How does education contribute to the betterment of society?

• 10.03 Should citizens remain educated and informed after graduating from high school?

• 10.04 What are the characteristics of a responsible citizen?

• 10.04 Should community responsibility come at the expense of personal freedom?

• 10.04 What impact will there be on the nation if citizens do not exhibit effective citizenship?

• 10.05 What problems tend to reoccur in a society?

• 10.05 Who should play a role in solving the recurring problems of society?

• 10.05 How should a nation decide which problems to focus time, energy, and resources?

• 10.06 How can an individual’s choices affect the liberty and happiness of others?

• 10.06 What are some of the consequences that come with having so many freedoms in America?

• 10.06 How do the freedoms experienced in America compare to freedoms enjoyed in other countries?
