EOC Blitz Review Session 1
I. What is Civics?

A. Study of citizenship and government.

B. Social Contract (between citizens and government)

C. Why we need gov’t (laws, keep order, provide services, protect us)

D. Kinds of Gov’t (Republics, democracy, monarchy, socialist, communist)

E. 2 Ways to Become a Citizen (Natural Born/Naturalized “5 steps”)

F. Responsibilities and Duties

G. Census

II.      Early Government
A. Where did the ideas of our laws come from?

a. Ten Commandments (Mosaic law given to Moses from God)

b. Law of Hammurabi (“eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth”)

c. Justinian Code (Ancient code of law of the Roman Empire)

d. Draconian Code (Ancient code of law of Greece)

e. Magna Carta (1215-Signed by the King/Protected Noble’s Rights)

f. English Bill of Rights (Monarch could NOT suspend Parl. Laws)

g. British Common Law (Based on Customs and Precedents) 

B. First Governments of the New World.

a. St. Augustine Fl. (oldest US Settlement by Spanish)
b. Roanoke, NC (Lost Colony/Sir Walter Raliegh/

c. Jamestown, VA (1607/1st Permanent European settlement) (House of Burgesses was 1st Representative Legislature)
d. Mayflower Compact (1st Democracy set up in new world) Direct Democracy
C. Colonial Life.
a. Southern Society (Plantation/Slavery/Indentured Servants) (Slave Trade/Triangular)

b. Industrial North

c. Salem Witch Trials (1692, Mass., Puritan girls)

d. John Locke (“Clean Slate”/Natural Rights/Social Contract)

e. Baron Montesquieu (Sep. of powers in gov’t)

f. Great Awakening (Revival of Puritan faith/Johnathon Edwards-“Hell Fire and Brimstone”/Several new denominations)

g. Public Education (Universities-UNC, UVa, Harvard, Princeton)

D. Road to Revolution
a. French and Indian War (GB vs Fren.w/ Indians) increases GB Debt

b. Stamp Act direct tax on colonists (Also leads to Quatering Act)
c. Resistance begins (Sons of Liberty-Boston, Sam Adams, John Adams-“NO Taxation w/o Representation”-Protests)

d. Townshend Acts (Taxed imports-Lead to Protests-Brits send more troops)

e. Boston Massacre (1770-Brits fire into crowd killing 5 “Crispus Attucks)

f. Boston Tea Party (1773)

g. Intolerable Acts (Coercive Acts by Brits-suspend civil liberties, close Boston Harbor, house troops)

h. 1st Cont. Congress (Nothing but a letter sent to King)

i. Lexington & Concord (1775-Paul Revere-shot heard round the world)

j. 2nd Cont. Congress (May 1775-Dec. of Ind. Initiated-written by T. Jefferson)

k. Common Sense (Thom. Paine-urges immediate independence)
E. American Revolution
a. Early Defeats (Washington reeling from losses of every maj. City)

b. Saratoga turns war (Valley Forge-GW loses many men during Winter 1777-78)
c. Cornwallis captures south (Fran. Marion, retreats to Yorktown to surrender Oct. 1781)
d. Treaty of Paris ends war
F. US Government
a. Articles of Confederation-1781 (1st Constitution of US/1-house Legis./1 voter per state/9/13 required to pass/

b. Weakness of Articles (couldn’t enforce laws/not tax/no executive branch/no court system/Shay’s Rebellion)
c. Constitutional Convention-May 1787 (Philly/RI not present/secret meeting/majority rules) (Issues=rep., slavery, econ) (NJ Plan/Va Plan/Great Compr./3/5Compromise/need 9 of 13 to ratify/Federalists vs Anti-Fed./Bill of Rights promised)
G. US Constitution
a. Preamble-Intro.(Articles I,II,III set up 3 Branches of Gov’t)

b. Art. 4=Relation. b/t states and central gov’t/addition of new states/Guarantee of protection against outside invaders)
c. Art. 5=Describes the Amendment Process
d. Art. 6=Describes Supremacy of Constitution (Sup. Clause)
e. Art. 7=Describes Ratification process of Constitution.
f. Ideas from Constitution (Limited Gov’t/Checks & Balances/Separation of Powers/Popular Sovereignty/Federalism/Enumerated Powers/Concurrent Powers/Reserved Powers)
g. Bill of Rts. (1st 10/1st=Freedoms/2nd=bear arms/3rd=Quartering/ 4th=search and seizure/5th =due process and emin. Domain/ 6th=speedy and fair trial, lawyer, jury/8th=excessive bail and cruel and unusual punishment/9th=individ. Rights not mentioned/ 10th=powers reserved to states
h. 13,14,15th Amendments=Civil War Amendments
i. 18th Amendment=Prohibition
j. 19th Amendment=Women’s Suffrage
k. 21st Amendment=Repeals Prohibition
l. 22nd Amendment=Establishes 2-term limit for Pres.
m. 24th Amendment=Bans Poll taxes
n. 25th Amendment=Establishes line of Pres. Succession
o. 26th Amendment=Lowers voting age to 18
H. Legislative Branch
a. House of Representatives (435 members/based on population/3 qualifications: 25 yrs. Old, live in US 7 years, be resident of state/Determined by Census/Approprations Bills/Begin Impeachment
b. Senate (100 members/Equal Representation/3 Qualifications:30 years old, live in US 9 yrs, be resident of state/Approve Pres. Appointments/Approve Treaties/Act as jury in Impeachment)
c. Congressional Benefits (salary, staff, office, franking privileges
d. How a Bill Becomes a Law
I. Executive Branch
a. Largest Branch

b. Led by President: 3 Requirements are 35 yrs. Old, Natural Born Citizen, and Resident of US for 14 years.
c. 25th  Amend. Issues line of succession
d. 7 Roles of Pres. (Chief Exec./Chief Diplomat/Comm. in Chief/Leg. Leader/Party Leader/Judicial Leader/ and Chief of State
e. 16 Executive Depts.
J. Judicial Branch
a. Two types of Courts (Federal and State)

b. Two types of Cases (Civil and Criminal)

c. Jurisdiction (Concurrent/Exclusive)
d. Supreme Court (9 Justices for life) (Judicial Review/Mar. vs Madison)

e. Uphold/Overturn/Remand a case. Majority/Concurrent/Dissenting Opinions

K. Political Parties
a. group of people with similar beliefs and ideas about gov’t

b. Two-Party System (Democrats and Republicans)

c. George Washington’s fears of division

d. Multi-Party System=3 or more Parties

e. One Party System=Dictatorship or Communist System (Little to no freedoms)

f. First Parties= Federalists and Anti-Federalists

g. Third Parties=Specific Issues

h. Platforms and Planks (Watchdogs, Grassroots)

i. Interests Groups, Lobbyists, Public Opinion, Media


L. Voting

a. Requirements (18, US citizen, Resident of a community)
b. Must be registered and informed

c. Electorate(Who votes/Usually older people more likely)

d. Why people don’t vote=Don’t’ register/Apathy/recent move

e. Why should you vote? Choose leaders, Participate in Gov’t, Voice opinions.

f. Caucus (meeting of party leaders to nominate a candidate), Primary Elections (When) and General Elections.

g. Polling Places, Referendums, Casting ballots, Different Tickets, Recounts, Run-Offs, and Recalls

M. State Government
a. NC Executive Branch-(Gov. must be 30) 10 State Executive Departments (Appointed) and 8 Council Members (Elected)

b. NC Leg. Branch: House=120 and Senate=50 (2 year terms NO limits)  Budget Problems are their greatest concerns.

c. NC Judicial branch= Consist of lower courts
