Early Civilization in China: The Shang and Zhou Assignment
*** Use pages 58-63 in the Connections to Today World History book to complete the following questions.

Introduction
1) The legend of Yu offers insight into early China.  How?

Geography

1) Why did the Ancient Chinese refer to their land as the “Middle Kingdom”?

2) List the geographic barriers to China.  Note the location of each (east, west, etc..)

3) Which group of outsiders did the Chinese encounter most often?  Describe them.

4) Where did the Chinese “heartland” lay?  Hint: Think 2 rivers.

5) Describe the importance of “loess”.  What is it?
China Under the Shang

1) When did the Shang rule China?
2) Describe Shang government.  You may make a diagram, if you wish.

China Under the Shang

3) List the different groups/classes in Shang China.  Give a brief description of each.

4) Who was the chief god of the Chinese?

5) Describe the religious practice of “ancestor veneration”.

6) Describe the concept of “yin and yang”.

System of Writing

1) What were oracle bones?  Why were they important?

2) Why is the Chinese system of writing so difficult to learn?

The Zhou Dynasty

1) When did the Zhou Dynasty rule China?

2) How did the Zhou use the “Mandate of Heaven” to justify their rebellion and overthrow of the Shang?
3) Define the dynastic cycle.

4) Define feudalism.  How did the Zhou use it?

5) Describe the economic growth under the Zhou Dynasty.

Chinese Achievements

1) List 6 achievements of the Shang and Zhou dynasties.

